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12™ SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
THE CHURCH IS FOR ALL PEOPLE

August 16, 2026

Settle in with Jesus and his family. Welcome home.

Make yourself at home. Find any open spot to sit and settle in. Our worship
service is designed to praise God and enrich your faith. We make it easy-to-
follow with everything printed for you in this bulletin. Feel free to stay after
the service to get to know some of the people you worshiped with today. St.
Mark’s is a place you can call home, and we look forward to seeing you next
time!

Bring the kids. Our congregation enjoys the worshiping family and our
services include a children’s message. Parents, you can help your kids follow
along today with the Kids’ Questions sheet. A quiet room to help a restless
child is in the lobby (to the right as you exit the main worship space).

There’s no obligation. Visitors, while our members regularly give offerings
as an expression of thanks to God, you're not expected to give an offering. You
are our guests; it's your choice. We're glad you joined us today!

Restrooms are at the back of the lobby—women'’s on the right and men’s on
the left.

Questions? If you'd like to know more about our church or our beliefs, feel
free to speak with our pastor after the service and visit us online at
stmarkslutheran.com.



Across the Lands Blue hymnal 549
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You're the au - thor of cre - a - tion, you're the Lord of ev-’ry
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963. Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711071



Welcomed into the Family of God

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you!

And also with you!

Family of God, we have come into the presence of our almighty
Creator. He made us to be his own and to walk in his ways. Our sin
had led us so far from his good ways for us. And yet, he still welcomes
us. Trusting in Jesus as our only Savior, we confess our sins together
and seek his forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father in heaven, you know every aspect of my
heart and my life. You know all my sin. And you still loved me. I
am sorry for my many sins. Thank you for sending Jesus to be my
Savior. I trust in him as I ask for your forgiveness.

The church is for all people because Jesus died for all people. God
wants everyone to believe in Jesus and live with him forever. That
includes you! You are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit! Jesus has done it all to rescue you. By
believing in him, you are God’s child and you will live forever.

Amen!

Prayer

Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the
fellowship of your church. Open our eyes to your saving plan, and
move us to embrace all who seek your salvation so that we may
rejoice together at the banquet of your love; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



God's Word Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

IThis is what the LORD says:

“Maintain justice
and do what is right,
for my salvation is close at hand
and my righteousness will soon be revealed. . ..

6And foreigners who bind themselves to the LoRD
to minister to him,
to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it
and who hold fast to my covenant—
"these [ will bring to my holy mountain
and give them joy in my house of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house will be called
a house of prayer for all nations.”
8The Sovereign LORD declares—
he who gathers the exiles of Israel:
“I will gather still others to them
besides those already gathered.”



God’s Word Ephesians 2:13-22

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and
has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 1°by setting
aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two,
thus making peace, 1°and in one body to reconcile both of them to God
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17He came
and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who
were near. 18For through him we both have access to the Father by
one Spirit.

19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 29built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.

Children’s Message



Jesus Sinners Does Receive

Blue hymnal 654 sts. 1, 3, 5, 7
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699
Text and tune: Public domain



Message from God’s Word Matthew 15:21-28

21Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
22/ Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out,
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-
possessed and suffering terribly.”

23Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged
him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”

24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
25The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.

26He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to
the dogs.”

27"Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their master’s table.”

28Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request
is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.

When It Feels Like Jesus Is Ignoring You (or Worse)



Statement of Faith The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer & the Lord's Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer follows the prayer spoken by the pastor.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.



The Lord’s Supper

The Bible teaches that receiving the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately
with Christ and other Christians, united by a common confession of faith.
Therefore, we ask those who have made that public confession of faith by
being a member St. Mark’s or another WELS or ELS church come
forward for Communion. Guests, please speak with our pastor to learn
more, and we look forward to communing with you in the future.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper

The ushers will direct those receiving Communion up the center aisle,
returning down the outer aisle. You may receive a wafer in your hand
from the Communion assistant. Those who require a gluten-free wafer
may take one from the assistant’s smaller tray. Tinted cups in the center
of the wine trays contain grape juice. Your empty cup can be placed on
the backside of the rail. When at the rail, you may kneel or stand. If you
need Communion in the pew, please let an usher or the pastor know.
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Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head Blue hymnal 861
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Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734, abr.; tr. William J. Sch
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863-1924
Text and tune: Public domain

aefer, 1891-1976, alt.
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| Come, O Savior, to Your Table Blue hymnal 670 sts. 1, 6, 8
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Lord, may your bod-y and your blood be for my soul the high-est good.

Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677-1754, abr,; (sts. 1, Ref, 8): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (st. 6): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756

Text (sts. 1, Ref, 8): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 6): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission:
OnelLicense no. 711071

Tune: Public domain

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Amen!
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Amazing Grace Blue hymnal 576
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Text (sts. 1-3): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman

Text and tune: Public domain
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TODAY AT ST. MARK'’S
Serving at Worship
Worship Leader: Pastor Kurt Wetzel
Musical Accompanist: Jeri Reed
Audio/Visual: Curtis Roth

Altar Flowers: Flowers at the altar today are given by John and Pam
Lervold in celebration of their 49t anniversary. Congratulations!

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'’S

Today 8:00 & 10:45 Worship Service with Holy Communion
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Bible Study

Monday 6:00 p.m. Women's Bible Study

Tuesday 1:00 p.m. GriefShare #3

Wednesday 5:00 p.m. Opening Service & Back to School Night
Thursday First Day of School!

Friday 6:00 p.m. Book Club

Next Sunday 8:00 & 10:45 Worship Service

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Bible Study

To connect to our website and
the auto giving option:
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Birthdays Anniversaries
Bruce Carder Aug 16

Barb Perinovic
Lisa Choto Aug 17
Justin Lewis

Jerry Richwalski
Lisa Dushane Aug 18
Jameson Wetzel
Bob Snyder Aug 19
Chuck Wagner
Aug 20 James & Rosalie Ringstrom
Kim Cummins Aug 21
Jeff Jones
Martha Kohler Aug 22
Noah Rettig
Acknowledgments
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