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1. The fall  
Genesis 3 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, 
or you will die.’” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they 
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God 
called to the man, “Where are you?” 

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 
you not to eat from?” 

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate 
it.” 

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 
    and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity 
    between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, 

“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 
    with painful labor you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
    and he will rule over you.” 
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17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
    through painful toil you will eat food from it 
    all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
    and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your brow 
    you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, 
    since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
    and to dust you will return.” 

20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 

21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And 
the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be 
allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So 
the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been 
taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and 
a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 

2. The flood  
Genesis 6, 7:17-8:1, 15-22 

When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to 
them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they married any of 
them they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for they are 
mortal; their days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to 
the daughters of humans and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 

5 The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that 
every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the 
time. 6 The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply 
troubled. 7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—
and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret 
that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

9 This is the account of Noah and his family. 

Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with 
God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
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11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the 
earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am 
going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely 
going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms 
in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three 
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below the 
roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle 
and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the 
heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will 
establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and 
your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and 
female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of 
every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to 
take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. . . . 

17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark 
high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on 
the surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the 
entire heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than 
fifteen cubits. 21 Every living thing that moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all 
the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on dry land that had the 
breath of life in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; people 
and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from the 
earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 

24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 

But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, 
and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. . . . 

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their 
wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the 
creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and 
increase in number on it.” 

18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the animals and 
all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on land—
came out of the ark, one kind after another. 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he 
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never 
again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart 
is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 

22 “As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, 
summer and winter, 
day and night 
will never cease.” 
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3. The new covenant  
Jeremiah 31:23-37 

23 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “When I bring them back from 
captivity, the people in the land of Judah and in its towns will once again use these words: 
‘The LORD bless you, you prosperous city, you sacred mountain.’ 24 People will live together in Judah 
and all its towns—farmers and those who move about with their flocks. 25 I will refresh the 
weary and satisfy the faint.” 

26 At this I awoke and looked around. My sleep had been pleasant to me. 

27 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will plant the kingdoms of Israel and Judah 
with the offspring of people and of animals. 28 Just as I watched over them to uproot and tear down, 
and to overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to 
plant,” declares the LORD. 29 “In those days people will no longer say, 

‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, 
    and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 

30 Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever eats sour grapes—their own teeth will be 
set on edge. 

31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
    and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 
    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
    though I was a husband to them,” 
declares the LORD. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the 
people of Israel 
    after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
    and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
because they will all know me, 
    from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the LORD. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness 
    and will remember their sins no more.” 

35 This is what the LORD says, 

he who appoints the sun 
    to shine by day, 
who decrees the moon and stars 
    to shine by night, 
who stirs up the sea 
    so that its waves roar— 
    the LORD Almighty is his name: 
36 “Only if these decrees vanish from my 
sight,” 
    declares the LORD, 
“will Israel ever cease 
    being a nation before me.” 

37 This is what the LORD says: 

“Only if the heavens above can be measured 
    and the foundations of the earth below be 
searched out 
will I reject all the descendants of Israel 
    because of all they have done,” 
declares the LORD. 
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4. The sermon on the mount  (part 1) 
Matthew 5 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to 

him, 2 and he began to teach them. 

He said: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 

no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a 

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 

letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches 

others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 

these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 

murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or 
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sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 

answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or 

sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 

25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still 

together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand 

you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out 

until you have paid the last penny. 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who 

looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye 

causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 

body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to 

stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your 

whole body to go into hell. 

31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell 

you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of 

adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill 

to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, 

for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 

Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or 

black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not resist an 

evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if 

anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to 

go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the 

one who wants to borrow from you. 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 

others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
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5. The crucifixion  
Luke 23:26-49 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 

country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people 

followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to 

them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 

children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs 

that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then 

“‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 

    and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to 

the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 

other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And 

they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let 

him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are 

the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself 

and us!” 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 

sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 

done nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for 

the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a 

loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous 

man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat 

their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed 

him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 
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6.  The resurrection  
Mark 16 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 

spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after 

sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone 

away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and 

they were alarmed. 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 

risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is 

going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to 

anyone, because they were afraid. 

[The earliest manuscripts and some other ancient witnesses do not have verses 9–20.] 

9 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom 

he had driven seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with him and who were 

mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did 

not believe it. 

12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the 

country. 13 These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either. 

14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and 

their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 

15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and 

is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will 

accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new 

tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not 

hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 

19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of 

God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. 
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7. The Spirit - powered life  
Romans 8 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ 

Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what 

the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son 

in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order 

that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those 

who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind 

governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind 

governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who 

are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit 

of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 

Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the 

Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according 

to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does 

not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 

your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our 

spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-

heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 

revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 

decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 

as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if 

we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our 
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hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance 

with the will of God. 

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those 

he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 

graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 

God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 

that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 

nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

8. The end of the world  
Revelation 20:1-21:8,22:1-5 

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand 

a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him 

for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him 

from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set 

free for a short time. 

4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the 

word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their 

foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of 

the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first 

resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death has 

no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 

thousand years. 

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to 

deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 

battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the 
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earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 

heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of 

burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day 

and night for ever and ever. 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 

from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 

before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the 

dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was 

judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 

fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book 

of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 

dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for 

the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty 

I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will 

inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the 

unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the 

idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second 

death.” . . . 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river 

stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of 

the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and 

of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 

will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or 

the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 


