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HOLY THURSDAY 
April 2, 2026 

 

A place to call home: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church & School 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus, welcome home.  We especially welcome to our house 
of worship our guests who have joined us today.  We pray you will be strengthened 
by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through Jesus. 
 
We say with the Psalmist, whether here on campus or viewing online, “I rejoiced with 
those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’” (Psalm 122:1). 
 
May the Lord continue to help us grow in His grace and knowledge as we hear, speak, 
and sing His holy Word. 
 

Some items to keep in mind as we gather for worship in this place: 
 
Members and guests: Please fill out a Connection Card which allows us to keep in 
touch, remember names, and answer any questions you might have. They are 
available under the wooden boxes on the walls in the lobby and may be placed in the 
box when filled out. Thank you! 
 

LARGE PRINT copies of the service can be found at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
Personal hearing assistance devices are available on the entryway wall near the 
west entrance. The sanctuary is also ‘looped’ for those who have hearing aids that can 
pick up the signal. 
 
Holy Communion is offered on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays. Since Holy Communion is 
a confession of faith, we ask that at this time only members partake of the Sacrament. 
If you are not a member and would like to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, 
please reach out to our pastor. 

 
Find out more at stmarkslutheran.com. 
Follow us to stay connected: Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/stmarksch; Follow 
us on Instagram:  Instagram.com/stmarkslutheran; Subscribe to our videos on 
Vimeo: vimeo.com/channels/stmarksch.
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me  Blue hymnal 839  

 

 

 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–1778, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Opening Responses & Prayer  with Psalm 116 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you! 

And also with you! 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 

The LORD protects the unwary; when I was brought low, he saved 
me. 
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What shall I return to the LORD for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation  and call on the name of the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit! 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen! 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you give us 
your true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and 
death on a cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and 
promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our eternal 
good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Keep the Feast  Choir  

Joyfully we join you at your table 

Pleading not our righteousness; 

By your wealth of mercy we are able 

Now to feast in confidence. 

Take this bread and eat, take this cup and drink. 

Remember how he loved us; rejoice and keep the feast. 

Who is fit to feast with such a Savior? 

Who his sandals could untie? 

Who are we that he would show us favor? 

Granting us this gift of life 

Who stray, yet still we stray. 

Sacrament of friendship and forgiveness 

With the blessed Three in One; 

Foretaste of that glorious communion, 

Vision of the world to come. 

Words and Music by Skye Peterson and Ben Shive © 2024 Getty Music Publishing 
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God’s Word  Exodus 24:1 - 11 

1Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, 

Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to 

worship at a distance, 2but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the 

others must not come near. And the people may not come up with 

him.” 

3When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, 

they responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will 

do.” 4Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the 

mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve 

tribes of Israel. 5Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered 

burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to 

the LORD. 6Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the 

other half he splashed against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the 

Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do 

everything the LORD has said; we will obey.” 

8Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This 

is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words.” 

9Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel 

went up 10and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like 

a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 11But God 

did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw 

God, and they ate and drank. 

 

God’s Word  1 Corinthians 11:23- 28 

23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 

Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; 
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do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way, after supper he 

took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For whenever 

you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

27So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood 

of the Lord. 28Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat 

of the bread and drink from the cup. 

 

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table  Blue hymnal 670 sts. 1, 2, 6, 8  

 

 

 

 

Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 8): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (st. 6): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963. Tune: 
Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756. Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 8): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 6): © 2021 Northwestern 
Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711071. Tune: Public domain 
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Message from God’s Word  John 13:1- 15, 34 

1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had 

come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved 

his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 

prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus 

knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he 

had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the 

meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 

waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 

him. 

6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 

wash my feet?” 

7Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you 

will understand.” 

8“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

9“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and 

my head as well!” 

10Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their 

feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every 

one of you.” 11For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was 

why he said not every one was clean. 

12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 

returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” 

he asked them. 13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 

that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you. . . . 
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34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 

so you must love one another.” 

 

Love One Another 

 

 

 

S tatement of Faith   Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Holy Baptism  Kayla Oswald  

 

New Member Welcome  Kayla Oswald  

 Chandler Wells  

 Neelambaram Yaram  

 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper  

Beloved in the Lord: let us drawn near with a true heart and confess 

our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Lord, to You I Make Confession  Blue hymnal 653  
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Together, we confess our sins: 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserved your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am 

truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 
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Text: Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all 

people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name: 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord almighty! The whole earth is full of his 

glory! 
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Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. 

You created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you 

saved us. Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead 

us to remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our 

sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise 

and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. Amen.  

 



13 

The Lord’s Supper  

The Bible teaches that receiving the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately 

with Christ and other Christians, united by a common confession of faith. 

Therefore, we ask those who have made that public confession of faith by 

being a member St. Mark’s or another WELS or ELS church come 

forward for Communion. Guests, please speak with our pastor to learn 

more, and we look forward to communing with you in the future. 

 

Distribution  of the Lord’s Supper  

The ushers will direct those receiving Communion up the center aisle, 

returning down the outer aisle. You may receive a wafer in your hand 

from the Communion assistant. Those who require a gluten-free wafer 

may take one from the assistant’s smaller tray. Tinted cups in the center 

of the wine trays contain grape juice. Your empty cup can be placed on 

the backside of the rail. When at the rail, you may kneel or stand. If you 

need Communion in the pew, please let an usher or the pastor know. 
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Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord  Blue hymnal 661  

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis 
Bourgeois. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Blessing  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen! 



15 

Now the Light Has Gone Away  Blue hymnal 784  

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, alt. 
Tune: Liederbuch für Kleinkinder-Schulen, Kaiserswerth, 1842 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

TODAY AT ST. MARK’S  
Serving at Worship 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Kurt Wetzel  
Musical Accompanist: Jeri Reed 
Audio/Visual: Curtis Roth 
 
 

 
To connect to our website and 

the auto giving option:  
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Founded on the Word.  Focused on the Cross. 

 

We are St. Mark’s Church & School 
 

A WELStNorCal Ministry 

 
WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) is a National Church Body with locations 

throughout the United States and with partnerships in over 40 Countries 

 
7869 Kingswood Drive 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
(916) 961-7891 

 
StMarksLutheran.com 

 
Pastor Kurt Wetzel 

(208) 996-2202 
kwetzel@stmarkslutheran.com 

 


