== Founded on the Word ... Focused on the Cross

Glorify God, Grow in Grace, Go with the Gospel

St. Mark’s Lutheran Weekly Newsletter
January 11, 2026

Happy New Year!

Ponder This For A Moment
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God” John 1:1-2.

Glorify & Grow: Sunday Mornings
8:00* & 10:45 Worship (*live streamed)
9:15 Sunday School (meet in Chapel)
9:30 Bible Discussion for Teens / All Ages
***No Monday Worship until otherwise notified

It Was a Blessed Advent & Christmas!
It was an absolute joy to gather as the family of
God for our special Advent and Christmas
services. We pray you were encouraged in your
faith, inspired in worship of our Savior, and
renewed in the gospel of Jesus. Seeing lots of
guests and visitors for Christmas was so
encouraging. We are grateful to Pastors
Waterstradt and Leistekow for leading worship
during Advent. Thank you to all who decorated
the church, offered musical accompaniment for
worship, provided treats, and contributed to
this special season in praise to Jesus and to
receive our neighbors with Christian hospitality.
Happy New Year and Lord’s blessings in 2026!

Thank you to all who shared your beautiful
angel ornaments for the Angel tree in our
narthex this year. If you have not yet picked up
your loaned angel ornament, the ones that
were left are now on the shelf under the video
screen in the lobby. Please be sure to pick up
your ornament.

Thank you--Worship Arts Committee

The 2026 Flower Chart is now on the bulletin
board. If you wish to provide flowers for the
altar for any Sundays this year, please sign up.

JOL women's Thursday morning Bible study
resumes on Thursday, Jan. 15. We will be
starting a new study, Esther. New members are
welcome. For further information or to get a
study guide, please contact Carolyn Welch.

Growing in Grace Opportunities
January 12 @ 5:00 p.m. - Men’s Bible Study
January 14 @ 8:20 am - School Chapel Service
Jan 15th @ 9:30 a.m. - JOL resumes

2025 Thank Offering Statements
Thank offering statements for 2025 will be
available in the church lobby between services
on January 18 and January 25. Statements not
picked up by January 25 will be mailed to the
donor on January 26. If you prefer to receive
your statement via email, let Kitty know or
contact the church office.

January 11 Church & School Meeting
Mark your calendars for January 11 for an all-St.
Mark’s ministry meeting to discuss the blessings
of our school, along with the challenges and
opportunities before us. Our discussion will be
most productive with representation from both
church and school families, and we desire your
feedback and insights! We'll gather at noon in
the multi-purpose space; lunch is provided.



Starting Point Class
Starting Point is an introductory course to St.
Mark's and the message of Jesus and the Bible.
In a simple, easy-to-follow format, we lay out
the foundation of the Christian faith to help you
connect to God, purpose, and community. This
10 week course is a great refresher for our
members and an easy, no-pressure class to
invite a friend to. The next round is Thursdays at
6:30 p.m., starting January 15. Find out more
and register at:
stmarkslutheran.com/new/bible-information-cl
ass/ or contact Pastor Wetzel
(kwetzel@stmarkslutheran.com).

Save the Date - Feb 8
After church, Seniors White Elephant Potluck...
More details to come in the near future.

Pastor Wetzel Every Member Visits
Pastor Wetzel is excited to be learning the ropes
and settling in at St. Mark’s. And he would like
to get to know all of you. This January, he’ll
begin the process of meeting with every
member family at our church to get to know
you, learn from your experiences at St. Mark’s,
and see what you’re most excited about for our
ministry’s next chapter. Over the next several
months, watch for communication from Stacie
Malone to schedule your visit with him.

LWMS - Looking Ahead
Save the date for the Redwood Circuit Spring
LWMS Rally to be held at St. Mark’s on April 18,
2026.
The International 2026 LWMS Convention will
be held June 25-28th, in Madison, WI. See the
bulletin board for information about
registration.

Ministry Financial Plan Update
Offerings received since July 1, 2025: $384,450
Goal for July 2025-June 2026: $575,120

Thank you for your support of the ministries at
St. Mark's that enable us to glorify God, grow in
grace and go with the Gospel!

Dates/Events to keep in mind at St. Mark’s ...
January 11 @ 12:00 p.m. - All St. Mark’s
Luncheon (in MPC)

January 14 @ 6:30 p.m. - Adult Choir resumes
January 15 @ 6:30 p.m. - Starting Point
January 16 @ 6:00 p.m. - Book Club

January 17 @ 9:00 a.m. - SMYBL Week #3
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