The Fifth Petition

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
What does this mean?

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins or
because of them deny our prayers, for we are worthy of none of the things for which we
ask, neither have we deserved them, but we ask that he would give them all to us by
grace; for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment,

So we too will forgive from the heart and gladly do good to those who sin against us.

1. According to the following passages, what do we know is true about our relationship with
God because of our sins? What do we know is true about our prayers?

“Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face
from you, so that he will not hear” (isaiah 59:2).

“The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).

2. In the Fifth Petition, we are asking God to forgive our sins. What alone moves God to forgive
us? On what basis does he forgive us? How does this forgiveness affect our relationship with
God? Can you think of a passage to support your answer?

3. According to the following passages, what assurance does God’s forgiveness give us
concerning prayer? '

“In [Jesus] and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and
confidence” (Ephesians 3:12).

"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those
who ask him!” (Matthew 7:9-11).

4. According to the following passages, what will God’s forgiveness move us to do?

“We love because he first foved us” (1 John 4:19).

“Love . .. keeps no record of wrongs” {1 Corinthians 13:4,5).



5. In the parable of the unmerciful servant, Jesus spoke about forgiving and being forgiven.
Review the details of the parable. Read the following verses.

“The master calfed the servant in. “You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘| canceled all that
debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your
fellow servant just as | had on you?' In anger his master turned him over to the jailers
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father
will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart” (Matthew
18:32-35).

In the parable, who is the master? the servant? the fellow servant? Describe the debt the
servant owed his master. By comparison, describe the debt owed by the fellow servant.
Why did the master turn the unmerciful servant over to the jailers. What does Jesus teach
us by this parable?

6. How is a forgiving spirit cultivated within us?

7. Comment on the following statements:

The Fifth Petition is really a confession of sins.

f can forgive my sister for what she did to me, but | can’t forget.

My ego is my biggest obstacle when it comes to seeking and granting forgiveness.

Luther said;

“Not that [God] does not forgive sins without our prayer or before we ask. in fact, before we
prayed for it or ever thought about it, he gave us the gospel, in which there is nathing but
forgiveness. But here the point is that we should recognize and accept this forgiveness.”
(Tappert, p. 432.)

Closing Prayer

Often, Lord, we are like the unmercifud servant. Move us by your mercy to forgive others as
you have forgiven us——fully, freely, without condition, and to the glory of your saving name.
Amen.



