CELEBRATING THE GOODNESS OF GOD

May 18, 2025

GLORIFY HIM ...
GROW IN HIM ...
GO WITH HIS GOSPEL



5% Sunday of Easter
May 18, 2025

A place to call home: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church & School

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, welcome home. We especially welcome to our house of
worship our guests who have joined us today. We pray you will be strengthened by the good news
about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through Jesus.

We say with the Psalmist, whether here on campus or viewing online, ‘T rejoiced with those who said to me,
T et us go to the house of the LORD”” (Psalm 122:1).

May the Lord continue to help us grow in His grace and knowledge as we hear, speak, and sing His
holy Word.

Some items to keep in mind as we gather for worship in this place:

Members & our Guests ... Please pick up and fill out a Connection Card which can be found in the
Entryway; before you leave place it in the basket labeled “Filled out Connection Cards.” Thank youl!

We do have LARGE PRINT copies of the Bulletin; you will find them on the table with the Bulletins.

Hymns from ‘Christian Worship’ are in the ‘red’ book | ‘Christian Worship Supplement’ in the ‘blue’
‘Christian Worship Hymnal’ is our 2021 Edition (not yet in the Pews)

Personal hearing assistance devices are available on the entryway wall near the west entrance. The
sanctuary is also ‘looped’ for those who have hearing aids that can pick up the signal.

Holy Communion is offered on the 1%, 31, & 5% Sundays. Since Holy Communion is a confession
of faith, we ask that at this time only members partake of the Sacrament. If you are not a member and
would like to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please reach out to our Pastor.
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Explore our website. You will find information on Worship, Bible Study, Devotions, Children’s Sunday
School, and More.

Follow us to stay connected: Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/stmarksch; Follow us on Instagram:
Instagram.com/stmarkslutheran; Subscribe to our videos on Vimeo: vimeo.com/channels/stmarksch.
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE At the Lambs High Feast
by Jeffrey Blersch

Greeting & Invocation

Minister: Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Congregation: Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

M: We worship this day in the name of the Father and of the i¢ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN He’s Risen, He’s Risen
Musical Introduction Christian Worship # 143

He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;
He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song
And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong.

The foe was triumphant when on Calvary
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.

But short was their triumph; The Savior arose,
And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes.
The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high;
He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die.

Oh, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.
For all our transgressions his blood does atone;

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own.

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain,
Who now sits in glory and ever shall reign.

M: Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
C: who forgives all our sins and heals all our diseases
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M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

All: Lord of life, I confess that | am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 1¢ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. Thanks be to God.

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need
to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may
be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: Christ, have mercy.

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we
await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
C: Amen.

A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE Numbers 21:4-9

*They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the
people grew impatient on the way; °they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no
water! And we detest this miserable food!”

®Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites
died. " The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and
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against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the

people.

8The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at
it and live.” ® So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.

M: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN
Musical Introduction

1 Jerusalem the golden,
with milk and honey blest—
the sight of it refreshes
the weary and oppressed.

I know not, oh, | know not
what joys await us there,
what radiancy of glory,
what bliss beyond compare:
to sing the hymn unending
with all the martyr throng,
amidst the halls of Zion
resounding full with song.

2 O sweet and blesséd country,
the home of God’s elect!

O sweet and blessed country
that eager hearts expect,
where they who with their leader
have conquered in the fight
forever and forever
are clad in robes of white:
in mercy, Jesus, bring us
to that dear land of rest
where sings the host of heaven
your glorious name to bless.

3 The Christ is ever with them,
the daylight is serene;
the pastures of the blessed
are ever rich and green.
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There is the throne of David,
and there, from care released,
the shout of them that triumph,
the song of them that feast.
To God enthroned in glory
the Church’s voices blend,
the Lamb forever blessed,
the Light that knows no end.

A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE Hebrews 2:9

°But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with
glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Our Worship centers on the Gospel Reading for the day.

A READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE John 13:31-35
A way to honor Jesus and be identified with Him is through words and actions of love.

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 3 If
God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. **“My
children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as | told the Jews,
so | tell you now: Where | am going, you cannot come. **“A new command | give you: Love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another. 3 By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY He Will Hold Me Fast
Musical Introduction Christian Worship # 813
Hymn on Page 13

FOCUS ON THE SCRIPTURES Based on Hebrew 2:9

“Given New Life”



A CONFESSION OF OUR FAITH — THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OUR THANK OFFERING

Thank you for continuing to support our ministry. Your thank offering can be received in the
following ways: placed in the basket on the table, mail your thank offering to the church, or
give online through our website under the “Resources” tab. The QR Code to the giving link is

at the end of the bulletin.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for reconciling us to yourself

through the sufferings and death of your dear Son. Through him we have confidence to
enter into your presence and to bring you our prayers and petitions. Out of the infinite
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bounty of your goodness, grant us a rich measure of your Spirit.
. Let the love of Christ fill your Church, so that it may flourish in all good works. Help us
show love and compassion for all who are in need.

: Bestow on the nations of the earth the knowledge of your mercy, that they may turn to you,
the only God, and find salvation in you.
: Strengthen our faith so that we unfailingly come to you in prayer for all our bodily needs.

: Give a special measure of your power to those who are sorrowful or mourning, to those who
are in pain or sickness, to those who may be in temptation or peril, that they may receive
your blessed aid.

C: And help us patiently endure any chastening and afflictions you permit to come into our

M

M

lives, knowing that you are using them in love to prepare us for that joyful
communion with you, which is ours for all eternity.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

: Accept our prayers and intercessions, and provide for all our needs not because we are worthy
but for the sake of Jesus our Savior..
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

: Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

- Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us
from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

C: By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

- Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

: Amen.



And we also pray ...
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

The ushers will direct Communicants in a continuous flow distribution of the Sacrament. Communicants
will exit the pews to the outside and return to their seats via the center aisle. We start from the front to the
back on the Lecturn side, and back to front on the Pulpit side. If you need to be communed in the pew,
please let an Usher know of this. When approaching each table, communicants may pause as they take and
eat / drink.

As a reminder: Since Holy Communion is a confession of faith, we ask that at this time only members and those
who spoke with the Pastor ahead of time partake of the Sacrament. In the future, if you would like to receive the
Sacrament of Holy Communion, please reach out to out Pastor following the Setvice / during the week.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
Musical Introduction Christian Worship # 313

Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever;
By his bitter grief and woe He saved us from the evil foe.

As his pledge of love undying, He, this precious food supplying,
Gives his body with the bread And with the wine the blood he shed.

Jesus here himself is sharing; Take heed how you are preparing,
For if you do not believe, Judgment instead you shall receive.

Useless would be Jesus’ passion If salvation you could fashion.
Do not come if you suppose You need not him who died and rose.
Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, And receive my grace and favor;
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Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill.”

Then hold fast with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken
By the souls who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest.

Praise the Father, who from heaven Unto us such food has given
And, to mend what we have done, Gave into death his only Son.

If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses,
Surely you will be his guest And at his banquet ever blest.

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us
to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until
that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
Musical Introduction

Christian Worship # 927
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3 So when-e’er the sig - nal’s giv - en us from earth to
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ev - er faith - ful to your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er reign with Christ in end - less day.

Text and tune: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing
By Hal Hopson
TODAY AT ST. MARK’S
Serving at Worship

Presiding Minister: Pastor Brad Wright
Musical Accompanist: Jeri Reed

Content requiring a copyright license is reproduced under Onel icense.net HA-711071. Al rights reserved.
Scripture Quotations: From the Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV 1984), copytight © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.
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To connect to the auto giving option: To online Connect Card:

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S

Weekly Calendar
Today 8:00 & 10:45  Worship Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
Monday 6:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study (in the Luther Room)
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Call Meeting
Wednesday 8:20 a.m. School Chapel Worship Service
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir
Thursday 9:30 a.m. JOL Women’s Bible Study
Next Sunday 8:00 & 10:45  Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
Birthdays Anniversaries
May 18 Kathy Gaines-Le & Quan Le
Remen Mushi May 19 Andrew & Wendy Marotte
Kaitlyn Loughlean May 21 David & Louann Hahn
Sebastian Malcolm
May 22 Todd & Kelli Robson
Miranda Davies May 24
Anna Holloway
John Lervold
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813 He Will Hold Me Fast
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1 When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
2 Those he saves are his de - light; Christ will hold me fast;
3 For my life he bled and died; Christ will hold me fast;
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when the tempt - er would pre - vail, he will hold me fast.
pre-cious in his ho - ly sight, he will hold me fast.
jus - tice has been sat - is - fied; he will hold me fast.
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He’ll not let my soul be lost;  his prom-is - es shall last;
Raised with him to end - less life, he will hold me fast
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for my love is of - ten cold— he must hold me fast.
bought by him at such a cost, he will hold me fast.
till our faith is turned to sight when he comes at last! (Refrain2x)
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for my Sav-ior loves me so,

Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain

he will hold me fast.

Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: One License no. 711071
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St. Mark's

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Founded on the Word. Focused on the Cross.

7869 Kingswood Drive * Citrus Heights, California 95610
Phone: (916) 961-7891  Fax: (916) 961-5034

Website: www.StMarksLutheran.com
St. Mark’s Guest Wi-Fi Password: stmarks7869

Brad Wright Pastor
Darren Vogt Principal, Grades 7-8

Glorify God ¢ Grow in Grace * Go with the Gospel
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