CELEBRATING THE GOODNESS OF GOD
November 15, 2020

GLORIFY HIM …
GROW IN HIM …
GO WITH HIS GOSPEL

3rd Sunday of End Time – Saints Triumphant
November 15, 2020

A place to call home: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church & School
In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, welcome home. We especially welcome to our house of
worship our guests who have joined us today. We pray you will be strengthened by the good news
about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through Jesus.
We say with the Psalmist, whether here on campus or viewing online, “I rejoiced with those who said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’” (Psalm 122:1).
May the Lord continue to help us grow in His grace and knowledge as we hear, speak, and sing His
holy Word.
Some items to keep in mind as we gather for worship in this place:
We do have LARGE PRINT copies of the Bulletin, you will find them on the table with the Bulletins;
Personal hearing assistance devices are available on the entryway wall near the west entrance. The
sanctuary is also ‘looped’ for those who have hearing aids that can pick up the signal.
Holy Communion is offered on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays. We ask that only WELS & ELS members
partake of the Sacrament. Our Pastors are willing to speak to why this is the case, please contact one
of them.

Explore our website. You will find information on Worship, Bible Study, Devotions, Children’s Sunday
School, and More.
Follow us to stay connected: Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/stmarksch; follow us on Instagram:
Instagram.com/stmarkslutheran; Subscribe to our videos on Vimeo: vimeo.com/channels/stmarksch.
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Worship Focus: If you are going to a special event (wedding, award ceremony, etc), would you
clean up and dress up? Going to heaven calls for a clean up and dress up situation; but we on our
own do not have what is needed to get clean and to be acceptably dressed. No worries, God has
taken care of such for us through the gift of Jesus. Because we are ‘wearing’ Jesus by grace through
faith we can look forward to heaven knowing we have what is needed to enter; and note today what
will be taking place in heaven. Amen and Hallelujah!
PRELUDE

Speak, O Lord
James Koerts

GREETING

OPENING HYMN
(musical intro)

Speak, O Lord
Christian Worship Supplement # 735

(intro) Speak, O Lord, as we come to you
To receive the food of your Holy Word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
All your purposes for your glory.
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built
And you fill the earth with your glory.
Minister: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: Amen. Let all within me praise the Lord.
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RESPONSIVE SENTENCES … Lamentations 3
M: … this I call to mind
C: and therefore I have hope:
M: Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
C: They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
HYMN

Delay Not! Delay Not
Christian Worship # 337

(intro) Delay not! Delay not! O sinner, draw near!
The waters of life are now flowing for you.
No price is demanded; the Savior is here.
Redemption is purchased; God’s promise is true.
Delay not! Delay not, O sinner, to come,
For mercy still lingers and calls you today.
Its voice is not heard in the vale of the tomb;
Its message, unheeded, will soon pass away.
M: I say to myself,
C: “The LORD is my portion therefore I will wait for him.”
M: The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him … Though he
brings grief, he will show compassion,
C: so great is his unfailing love.
(intro) Delay not! Delay not! The Spirit of grace,
Long grieved and resisted, may take his sad flight
And leave you in darkness to finish your race,
To sink in the gloom of eternity’s night.
Delay not! Delay not! The hour is at hand;
The earth will dissolve, and the heavens will fade.
The dead, small and great, in the Judgment must stand—
What pow’r, then, O sinner, can lend you its aid?
M: For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men
C: Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the LORD.
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on
me, a sinner.

(intro) Delay not! Delay not! Why longer abuse
The love and compassion of Jesus, your God?
A fountain is opened—how can you refuse?
Come, wash and be cleansed in his pardoning blood.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Let all within me praise the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be
delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son
that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven;
C: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Ezekiel 37:15-28
Note God has brought together His people. We get a foretaste of what is to come. God is good,
just, merciful.
The word of the Lord came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it,
‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and
write on it, ‘Belonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the Israelites associated with him.’
17
Join them together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand. 18 “When your
people ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ 19 say to them, ‘This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of
the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick. I will make them into a single
stick of wood, and they will become one in my hand.’ 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you
have written on 21 and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will take the Israelites
out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back
15
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into their own land. 22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There
will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two
kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of
their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They
will be my people, and I will be their God. 24 “‘My servant David will be king over them, and
they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees.
25
They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors lived. They
and their children and their children’s children will live there forever, and David my servant will
be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting
covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among
them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my
people. 28 Then the nations will know that I the Lord make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is
among them forever.’”
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 118

Join the Quartet on the 2nd & 3rd Refrains

Christian Worship Supplement pg 57
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SECOND LESSON
Shout to the Lord. Note what He has done to deserve such.

Revelations 19:1-9

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:
“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged
on her the blood of his servants.” 3 And again they shouted:
“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 4 The twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried:
“Amen, Hallelujah!”
5
Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear
him, both great and small!” 6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and
clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
9
Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper
of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”

HYMN
Join on the 2nd & following Refrains

We Are Singing
Christian Worship Supplement #732

(refrain) We are singing, for the Lord is our light, we are singing, for the Lord is our light.
We are singing, for the Lord is our light, we are singing, for the Lord is our light.
We are singing, Oh, we are singing, for the Lord is our light,
We are singing, Oh, we are singing, for the Lord is our light.
The Lord is the strength of our lives; Of whom shall we be afraid?
Though foes may be near to destroy; The Lord will be our light.
Refrain
One thing have we asked of the Lord, Yes, this is the thing we seek:
To dwell in the house of the Lord, To live with God forever.
Refrain
When burdens are heavy to bear, Our shelter is God alone.
Our feet are lifted high, Yes high upon a rock.
Refrain
We walk in the strength of the Lord; God’s love is ever sure.
We shout that the world may hear; We sing a joyful song.
Refrain
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Our Worship centers on the Gospel Reading for the day.
GOSPEL
Don’t be foolish. Stay prepared to meet Jesus.

Matthew 25:1-13

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their
lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with
their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell
asleep. 6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7 “Then
all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for
both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they
were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in
with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord,
Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
13
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
HYMN OF THE DAY
(musical intro)

How Great Thou Art
Christian Worship # 256

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. Refrain
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, “How great thou art! How great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, “How great thou art! How great thou art!”
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, Refrain
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin. Refrain
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain
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SERMON

Based on Revelations 19:1-9
“Shout Amen & Hallelujah”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OUR THANK OFFERING
Thank you for continuing to support our ministry. Your thank offering can be received in the
following ways: placed in the basket on the table, mail to the church, or give online through
our website under the “Resources” tab. The QR Code to the giving link is at the end of the
bulletin.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your
holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in
faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with believers in our
congregation and in our synod.
C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.
M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your
witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the
hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost,
help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you.
C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love.
M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power
we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason
for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.
C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who
does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.
Silent prayer.
M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places
where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their
work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as
they serve us and others.
C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us
and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your
praise forever.
C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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For online worship, we continue with the Blessing and the Closing Hymn on pg 13

THE SACRAMENT
M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.
Explanation regarding the Distribution of the Lord’s Supper

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
(musical intro)
Join in on the Refrains

Draw Near
Christian Worship Supplement # 740

(refrain) Draw near, draw near! Take the body of your Lord.
Draw near, draw near! Drink the blood for you outpoured!
Draw near and take the body of your Lord, And drink the holy blood for you outpoured.
Saved by his body and his holy blood, With souls refreshed we give our thanks to God.
Refrain
Christ our Redeemer, God’s eternal Son, Has by his cross and blood the vict’ry won.
He gave his life for greatest and for least, Himself the off’ring and himself the Priest.
Refrain
Let us approach with faithful hearts sincere And take the pledges of salvation here.
Christ, who in this life all the saints defends, Gives all believers life that never ends.
Refrain
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With heav’nly bread he makes the hungry whole, Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.
Lord of the nations, to whom all must bow, In this great feast of love be with us now.
Refrain
PRAYER
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for
his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of
your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen. Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN
(musical intro)

Jerusalem the Golden
Christian Worship # 214

Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest—
The sight of it refreshes The weary and oppressed.
I know not, oh, I know not What joys await us there,
What radiancy of glory, What bliss beyond compare.
They stand, those halls of Zion, All jubilant with song
And bright with many an angel And all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever in them; The daylight is serene;
The pastures of the blessed Are ever rich and green.
There is the throne of David, And there, from care released,
The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that feast;
And they who with their leader Have conquered in the fight
Forever and forever Are clad in robes of white.
Oh, sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect!
Oh, sweet and blessed country That eager hearts expect!
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Jesus, in mercy bring us To that dear land of rest;
You are with God the Father And Spirit ever blest.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

How Great Thou Art
Jerry Ray

For Reflection based on Today’s Scripture Readings …
What led to the split of Old Testament Israel after King Solomon? What leads to a split between
people and God? What has God done to heal the separation? How does He describe the healing
which was going to take place, and since has with more benefits to come? What do you say to
someone who is living only for the here and now? See 2 Peter 3.
Knowing what the word “Amen’ means, what calls for an ‘Amen’ in these words from Revelation
19? How many people are in heaven? What will people in heaven not get tired of doing? What
does recognize existed while there was still life on the earth? What happened to what existed?
Why is knowing both answers significant to our life today? See Psalm 103.
What are some life events that take planning and preparation (elaborate on an example, what
needed, etc)? What made the ‘foolish’ ones in this account just that? What is the ‘wisdom’ that
gets us ready and keeps us that way? What are things you can do to ‘keep watch’ for the return
of Jesus? See Hebrews 10.
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TODAY AT ST. MARK’S
Serving at Worship
Presiding Minister: Pastor Jonathan Kolander
Accompanist: Roesmarie Boushek
Small Group: Jenny Kolander, Lisa Thiesfeldt, Greg Thiesfeldt, Greg Meyer
Altar Flowers: Flowers beautifying the altar have been placed by Paul & Fran Baker in celebration of
their Anniversary!!!.

Children’s Sunday School—Study at Home Sunday School
The Golden Calf: Exodus 24:12-18; 32; 33:4-6; 34:1-10, 28-32
Here’s the online link if you need: https://online.nph.net/ss-at-home
Adult & Teen Bible Studies
▪

Book of Ephesians: Led by Pastor Kolander.

▪

Teen Class: Led by Noel Ledermann via Zoom at 7:00 pm.
To connect to the auto giving option:

To online Connect Card:

Content requiring a copyright license is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-711071. All rights reserved.
Scripture Quotations: From the Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV 2011), copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S
Weekly Calendar
Today

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Next Sunday

5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

Communion
Worship Service (online only)
Bible Study (online only, 40 minutes)
Worship Service (outdoors)
20’s/30’s Bible Study
*****Thanksgiving Food Drive Week*****
Men’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study
Mornings With Mommy (virtual)
Board of Elders
Adult Choir
JOL Women’s Bible Study
Public School Confirmation Meeting
Worship Service (online only)
Bible Study (online only)
Worship Service (outdoors)

Birthdays
Kaisa Miller
Vicky Underwood
Jaeyla Brown
Bently Mymka
Emily Hioco
Hannah Hopping

Anniversaries
Nov 15
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 18
Nov 20
Nov 21

Paul & Fran Baker
Eldon & Erna Pawson
Reno & Marilyn Zalunardo
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Founded on the Word. Focused on the Cross.
7869 Kingswood Drive
Citrus Heights, California 95610
Phone: (916) 961-7891

Fax: (916) 961-5034

Website: www.StMarksLutheran.com
St. Mark’s Guest Wi-Fi Password: stmarks7869
Sunday Services at 8:00 a.m. (online only) & 10:30 a.m. (outdoors)
Children’s Sunday School Home Study
Adult & Teen Sunday Bible Classes from 9:00 to 9:40 a.m. (online only)
Monday Evening Service on hold until January.
Wednesday School Chapel Service at 8:30 a.m. (only for our students)
Jonathan Kolander
Brock Groth
Darren Vogt
Hannah Stegman
Rosemarie Boushek
Judy Thrams
Greg Thiesfeldt
Lisa Thiesfeldt
Ruth Vogt
Dena Oswald

Pastor
Pastor
Principal, Grades 6-8
Grades 3-5
Grades 1-2
Kindergarten
Associate Teacher, Grades 3-8
Associate Teacher, Grades 3-8
Art
Ext. School Day Care

Glorify God • Grow in Grace • Go with the Gospel
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