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Midweek Lenten Service 
March 18, 2020 

 

Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church & School 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Mark’s.  We especially welcome our guests who 
have joined us today.  We pray you will be strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and 
forgiveness to us through Jesus. 

❖ ASSISTANCE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES:   

o A staffed nursery is located in the back of the church lobby.  

o A privacy room, especially reserved for nursing mothers, is located on the east 
side of the church entryway.  

o Activity sheets for children can be picked up on the Information Center’s shelf 
in the church lobby.  

❖ HEARING AND READING ASSISTANCE:  

o Personal hearing assistance devices are available on the entryway wall near the sanctuary’s west 
entrance door.  The sanctuary is also looped for those who have hearing aids that can 
pick up the signal.  

o We also have large print service booklets that you can pick up on the shelf under 
the Information Center bulletin board in the church lobby 

❖ CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER: 

o A connection card has been handed to you by one of the ushers. Please complete 
the appropriate side of the card and pass it toward the center aisle to the usher at 
the end of the offering.  
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
Worship Focus:  In the Gospel of John, chapter 20, we are told, “But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
It is because of this truth we are gathered here once again to hear how Jesus Christ has made such a 
life possible. It was not an easy feat. The way to our having a life that goes beyond the day to day 
routines of this life and which holds certainty beyond this life came at a great price. Jesus had to die, 
or we were going to end up dead. This is important because there is a death beyond the physical. The 
death Jesus enables us to be free from meant he had to go to war. During this time of Lent we will be 
looking at, from various vantage points, this war he entered so we could have life in his name. The 
Lord deepen your appreciation for this life you have been given as you hear for the first time or the 
how many times the length Jesus was willing to go with you in mind. THE SON OF GOD GOES 
FORTH TO WAR. 

 

PRELUDE Oh, Come, My Soul 
 Arr. Kurt J. Eggert 
OPENING HYMN  Deep Were His Wounds 
 Christian Worship # 107 

 

PLEASE STAND 
 

INVOCATION  

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

M: God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace. 

C: Your mercies are new every morning. 

 

M: Guide our steps by the light of your Word. 

C: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil. 

 

M: Better than life is your love. 

C: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips. 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 
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my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 
C: Amen. 
 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your people Israel with a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of 

your Christ. May his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are 

merciful, and you love your whole creation. We, your creatures, glorify you: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

ALL SING Fraction Rite: Lamb of God 
See Handout / Insert                     Felix Goebel-Komala 

 

THE PASSION READING (See Insert)  

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE (Speak together) 

 

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

By His wounds we are healed. 

 

CHOIR                                                                                                              Marvelous Mystery 

 Joy Sanford 

Marvelous mystery!  Christ was perfect in His Deity, 

Yet, He came to earth that I might see, He died for me. 

Worthy I’ll never be, still He took my sins to Calvary. 

They were nailed with Him upon the tree to set me free. 

 

He was the Son of God!  He didn’t have to stay. 

He could have turned His back on me and walked away; 

But lovingly, willingly, he took the road to Calvary, 

Saving me for all eternity.  He died for me. 
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HYMN Oh, Love, How Deep 

 Christian Worship # 371 

 

SERMON Based on Ephesians 6:12 

 

“The Son of God Goes Forth to War – Reconnaissance Report: Know Your Enemy” 

 

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. 

 

THANK OFFERING  
 

Today the thank offerings and connection cards can be placed in the collection plates which are 

located in the center of the church entryway. Thank you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 French Folk Tune, 17th Century 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by  

 his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes  

 fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the  

 cost. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution 

 for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for  

 what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for  

 their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of  

 death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN He Stood before the Court 

 Christian Worship # 115 

 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in 

peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 

Christian Worship # 122 vss 1,3,5 
 
 

POSTLUDE Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 
J. Paul Williams 

 

Announcements 

Serving at Worship 

Presiding Minister:   Pastor Chris Hoppe from St. John’s in Vacaville 

Accompanist:   Marty Puckett 

 
Copyrighted material is reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-711071. 
Scripture Quotations:  From the Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV 2011), copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. 
Litany of the Chosen One: Felix Goebel-Komala  ©1994, 1996 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 
©1978, 1980 by Hope Publishing Co. 
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Founded on the Word.  Focused on the Cross 

 

7869 Kingswood Drive 

Citrus Heights, California 95610 

Phone: (916) 961-7891       Fax: (916) 961-5034 

 

Website: www.StMarksLutheran.com 

 

Sunday Services at 8:00* & 10:45 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult & Teen Sunday Bible Classes from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 10 at 1:00 & 7:00 PM 

*Easter Sunday, April 11 at 7:00, 9:00 & 10:45 AM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Glorify God  •  Grow in Grace  •  Go with the Gospel 


